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we cannot find some peaceful settlement. My Govern-
ment is deeply concerned for the restoration of this
ancient and renowned kingdom.

SINDHIA (almost insolently): But not, I think, your
Excellency, to the extent of offering Mewar alliance
or any help?

MERCER (chagrined): No, I have no such instructions.
My Government wishes to preserve the strictest neu-
trality, desiring only that the ruling princes should come
to honourable agreements among themselves.

SINDHIA (triumphantly): You hear, Rana. You should
have learnt this last year, when you sent a secret embassy
to Lake Saheb(l:L} asking for help against us.

MERCER (stiffening again)-. Maharaja, it will be better
if you leave my Government out of this discussion. We
have no wish to do anything but stand aside from your
quarrels.

SINDHIA: I beg your Excellency's pardon; but it is
good that the Rana should be reminded of his disloyalty
at a time when all Hindus should have been like brothers.
It has left him very few friends. (To RANA BHIM SINGH)
Why am I using argument when I should command?
Mewar is no longer an independent state. It has paid me
tribute for many years. Where is Jagat Singh?

BHIM SINGH : Where should my accepted son-in-law
be?

SINDHIA: You mean, he is in Udaipur. Raja Man
Singh's heralds will bring their bridal gifts by "this time
to-morrow 5 Udaipur will be in festival to receive them.
Jagat Singh will have been dismissed.